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Teaching-leaming during Covid

m Dr Birinchi Kumar Das

n academic circles it is widely be-

lieved that in the COVID-forced

online teaching-learning scenario

many students are under consider-
able mental strain. It has also appeared
as a challenge for teachers while teach-
ing and evaluating students’ perform-
ance and merit in unaccustomed ways.
At whatever level the teaching goals
are achieved, it becomes necessary on
the part of the teachers as arms of ex-
amining bodies to evaluate students so
that the students do not have to lose
an academic year because offline (in-
person) examinations cannot be con-
ducted in time due to the pandemic
situation. In one recent instance, the
dents of [IT Goa were asked by one of
their teachers to first set questions
based on lecture materials provided
to them and then to answer the ques-
tions set by them within the given time.
The course instructor believed this
would show how well students under-
stood what he taught. Surely, teachers
have adopted many other novel ways,
first for teaching and then for evaluat-
ing students in situations where some
degree of flexibility is allowed by the
system — a Board, a Council, or a Uni-
versity. India's National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) is expected to
make our systems flexible in terms of
the curricula/ courses to be chosen by
the students. It is hoped that following
its implementation, NEP 2020 will also
enable universities to adopt flexible
methods for evaluating students' per-
formance and for grading their merit.

Education at all levels aims to equip
the students with knowledge, skill,
values and attitude, While young school
students are more likely to be influ-
enced by what their teachers say and
what they read in books, college/uni-
versity students are generally more
skeptical and judgmental in these in-
formation-soaked times. Thus, there
is very little scope for teachers in the
higher education sector for advising
students like they used to do it in the
pre-internet age. Under the circum-
stances, teachers in colleges and uni-
versities will be expected to become
active facilitators of Learning Outcome
Based Education (LOBE) in the realm
of NEP 2020 which aims to make edu-

cation learner-centric. The Learning
Outcomes-based Curriculum Frame-
works (LOCF) to be adopted by uni-
versities in India are expected to en-
able students acquire 21st century
skills including critical thinking, prob-
lem solving, analytical reasoning, cog-
nitive skills, self-directed leamning, etc.
In order to inculcate these skills in the
minds of students, the teachers them-
selves will also need to master famili-
arity with these skills. In addition, they
also need to point out to their students
the importance of the 4Cs -~ communi-
cation, collaboration, creativity and
critical thinking for succeeding in the
changed world. It is felt that for effec-
tively taking part in these new ways of
teaching, the teachers - particularly
those of the older generations — may
require training on emerging aspects
of the teaching-learning and evaluation
processes of the COVID era and also
to comply with provisions of NEP 2020
in future.

Self-directed learning which was
mentioned above as one of the 21st
century skills allows learners take
charge of their own learning process;
and, under the present circumstances
created by the pandemic situation, it
may indeed be a realistic pathway to
be encouraged because, if guided prop-
erly, the students enrolled in higher
educational institutions (HEIs) can ac-
tually be expected to benefit from this
approach. NEP 2020 aims to increase
Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher edu-
cation to 50%. If this huge number of
students enrolled in HEIs, or even half
of these young people take to studies
seriously in enabling environments,
the country's education system will be
deemed to have achieved success.
Most, if not all, of these students will
be ICT savvy (bright students are be-
ing awarded with computers by the
government in Assam and internet
access charges are among the lowest
in India) and thus most of them will be
suitable for taking part in self-directed
learning which is less dependent on
classroom learning, Students will de-
termine what they will eventually do
for a living to contribute ultimately to
national development. There is no rea-
son why students of government-
funded HEIs of Assam cannot get the

necessary guidance / mentoring for the
same from their teachers who nor-
mally are of good academic back-

In order to educate students of As-
sam studying in government-funded
HEIls effectively, the following steps
may be useful for the COVID as well
as post-COVID situations. (1) Teach-
ers must devote adequate time and
interest to their job for securing the
future of their students. (2) HEIs must
provide ample opportunities to teach-
ers so that they can access necessary
resources and teacher-education pro-
grammes to prepare them well for
teaching as per NEP 2020 which has
many provisions to make higher edu-
cation compatible with the extraordi-
nary situation caused by COVID-19.
Well-trained teachers can surely mo-
tivate students to learn effectively. Stu-
dents need to be sensitized about ob-
jectives and probable outcomes of the
courses on offer. (3) The Government
must enable institutions to provide
state-of-the-art facilities to implement
relevant provisions of NEP 2020. For
that purpose, each HEI may be asked
to submit proposals for the
upgradation of facilities and human re-
source. Universities need to be able
to exercise autonomy while making
efforts to educate students. We simply
cannot afford to lag behind others in
this competitive world; effective edu-
cation and meaningful research only can
help our nation to survive respectably
in the competition.

Many of the recommendations of
NEP 2020 and various guidelines
brought out by the regulatory agen-
cies like the UGC are well-intentioned
and appropriate. Furthermore, as per
provisions of the recent UGC docu-
ment entitled Evaluation Reforms in
Higher Educational Institutions, the
HEls should start giving at least 40%
emphasis on internal and continuous
assessment while leaving the remain-
ing 60% to the terminal examination.
It is recommended that for internal and
continuous assessment under the on-
going COVID situation HEls could
choose suitable written and/or oral
evaluation methods for internal assess-
ment from: (i) open book / notes tests,
(i) seli-assessment, (iil) essay / article
writing, (iv) viva/ oral tests, (v) home
assignment, (vi) report writing, etc.




